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My Name is Rachamim 

Suggestions for Further Study for 3-6 Grade

Choose one of the following:

· Pretend you are Rachamim. Write a letter to your friend who was left behind in the Refugee Camp about your arrival in Israel. Include your impressions of the plane ride, your feelings on seeing Israel for the first time, and a description of Tel Aviv.

· Make a timeline showing the history of the Beta Israel.

· Draw a story board retelling Rachamim’s story.

· Make up a song about the journey of the Beta Israel.

· Perform a monologue of Rachamim’s thoughts about his rescue by the Israelis.

Answer these questions about Operation Moses:

1. How long have the Beta Israel been in Ethiopia? (Since the time of King Solomon – about 3,000 years)
2. Why are they called the “Lost Tribe?” (Although they practice a form of Judaism, their existence was not known to the rest of the Jewish world until just before they were rescued.)

3. Why did they leave their villages and travel to refugee camps? (Ethiopia was experiencing a severe famine caused by a drought, and they were not able to sustain themselves in their own villages. They left also because they were ostracized and discriminated against by the Ethiopian people around them.)
4. Why did the Israeli government decide to rescue them? (There is a commandment in the Bible that one must try to ransom the captive. Also, the Israeli government feels it has an obligation to help people achieve personal freedom since it holds by the principles of a democracy.)
5. How many people were rescued through Operation Moses? (Between 1977and 1984, 3000-400 Ethiopian Jews came to Israel, Operation Moses brought another 8000)
6. Why was Operation Moses stopped? (The Arab nations put pressure on the Sudanese government to end the operation prematurely.)
7. What are other examples of Israeli rescues of refugees? (Operation Magic Carpet airlifted Jews from Yemen, Operation Solomon brought an additional 15,000 Jews from Ethiopia. Israel has also become home to Jewish refugees from the Arab nations and from Russia. Israel has offered refuge to other Russian refuseniks, Vietnamese Boat people, and refugees from Kosovo, including Muslims)
