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Questions for Further Thought After Reading

 My Name is Rachamim 

(Middle and High School)

1. Rachamim means “compassion” in Hebrew. Why do you think the author chose this name for his main character? (Compassion of state of Israel to airlift Beta Israel, compassion of Ethiopian people)

2. How many years ago did the Beta Israel live in Israel? (3,000 years ago )Why are they considered the Lost Tribe? (Descendants of King Solomon and Queen of Sheba)

3. Why did the Beta Israel yearn to return to their ancient homeland, Israel? (The return to Israel, their ancient homeland, was always central to their faith and in their prayers)

4. Why was Operation Moses considered a daring rescue? What were the dangers? (There was a very tentative agreement between Sudan and Israel to allow the Ethiopian refugees to leave. They were only supposed to be moved by civilian agencies, but Israel needed to use their armed forces to complete the mission undercover. The surrounding Arab nations did not want Israel to bring in more residents, and the Sudan and Ethiopia were afraid to anger the Arab countries.)

5. Modern Israel has a booming high tech industry and tall buildings. The Beta Israel came from isolated rural villages. How do you think they felt when they landed in Israel? (Lived in isolated, rural villages, some elders were tribal leaders, not familiar with modern life, most speak Amharic not Hebrew)
6. Do you think they will have a hard time to adjust to life in Israel? (Young might have an easier time to adjust than elders, easier to make friends, learn the language, train for job skills and to receive an education)

7. What programs does the government of Israel offer to help the Beta Israel adjust to modern life? (Absorption Centers where immigrants live for a year to learn Hebrew, job skills, everyday living skills, receive an education, and are provided housing)

8. Trace the trek of the Beta Israel on a map. The Beta Israel mostly walked or rode in carts.Why did many Beta Israel die? (Robbed, murdered, died of exhaustion, starvation and thirst)

9. The American media portrays Israel mostly as a country of war and conflict. Yet relative to many countries in the world Israel is ranked as one of the best countries to live in (22 on the Human Development Index). State reasons why recent immigrants from all over the world choose to live in Israel. (Higher education, for religious freedom, to work in the high tech industry, to train for better jobs to escape anti-Semitism, better future for children, to escape war, poverty and famine. Relative to many places in the world Israel is seen as a desired, stable  democractic country with many opportunities)

10. Why do you think these stories on Israel beyond the conflict are not widely reported in the media? ( News organizations want to tell the same story line on the conflict to sell papers.  Journalists haven’t been to Israel and are not aware of these stories.  Journalists have their own personal bias and ignore stories beyond the conflict. )

11. Name other humanitarian rescue missions undertaken by the Israeli government. 

     ( Operation Solomon:  a dramatic airlift that brought 14,000 Ethiopian Jews to   

     Israel in less than 2 days.  Operation Magic Carpet:  flew Yemenite and Sephardic 

Jews to Israel,  Jewish Agency for Israel took Jews and Muslims out of Kosovo and brought them to Israel)               

12. Name other groups of people who immigrated to Israel to escape crisis.(People from Argentina, Russia and Vietnamese boat people)What kind of crisis did they escape?(Persecution, violent crime, economic hardship)
13. Israel is the only democracy in the Middle East.  Discuss the cultural values that make Israel a democracy and why those cultural values may have contributed to the rescue of the Beta Israel. (Cultural values: Tikum Olam, the  Jewish obligation to repair the world, Jewish belief in the sanctity of life, democratic/Jewish values of tolerance, freedom and a pluralistic society)
