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1. Use a historical atlas or a timeline of the ancient world. Add to the “Timeline of Ancient Israel” important events in world history.

2. Most of what is known about the ancient Israelites comes from Biblical accounts. However, in 2005, a shard of pottery was found that has an inscription referring to the “House of David.” This piece of archaeological evidence indicates that at least some of the stories in the Bible have a historical base. Imagine that you are the archaeologist who found this piece. Write a journal entry about your discovery. Remember to include your hypothesis about what the pottery was used for and who owned it.

3. The most important event in Jewish history is the Exodus from Egypt. Historians know that Egypt at the supposed time of the Exodus was going through a period of unrest. Large groups of Semitic people lived in Northern Egypt. The Egyptians called these people “habiru” or “apiru” meaning “stranger.” Historians speculate that the name “Hebrews” may have come from this word. There is no written documentation in Egyptian sources for the presence of the Hebrews or for their exodus. However, it is apparently during this time period, and the wandering that followed it, that the Israelites began to identify themselves as a people. According to Biblical sources, the Hebrew people were freed from slavery in Egypt by a man named Moses. The popular spiritual “Go Down Moses” retells this story. Using the song lyrics as a framework, act out the story as you sing the song.

4. According to the Bible, the Jewish people were given the Ten Commandments and the Torah at Mount Sinai while wandering in the desert after the Exodus. 

· Use a biblical atlas to map the route taken by the Israelites when they left Egypt. Identify Mount Sinai. 

· Write a paragraph describing the physical geography of the region around Mount Sinai. Some historians believe that the route shown in the atlas is not correct, because the land near the present Mount Sinai could not have held the number of people that are supposed to have left Egypt. What do you think?

· Pretend you are newspaper reporter. Write a news article about the Exodus from a Hebrew’s point of view. Write the same article from an Egyptian’s point of view.

· What are the Ten Commandments? List them.

· Five of the Commandments are laws about man’s relationship to God, and five are about man’s relationship to his fellow man. Divide the commandments into the two groups. Give reasons for your choices.

· Do you think all of the Ten Commandments are relevant today? Explain your answer.

· These laws form the basis of modern Western civilization. Find a law in the United States that matches as many of the Commandments as you can.

· The Ten Commandments and Hammurabi’s Code are two of the earliest known examples of written law. Compare and contrast the two.

5. In the early history of the ancient Israelites, they were shepherds. Shepherds traveled with their flocks from place to place. 

· Describe the type of dwellings they might have lived in, what they might have eaten and what kind of clothes they wore. 

· Draw a picture of a typical Israeli family who might have lived at this time.

· Welcoming guests was an important custom among these people. Act out a scene where you are part of a Hebrew family welcoming guests to your home. Include in the skit what food you would serve and how you would treat the guests.

· Pretend you are a fashion editor and describe a typical wardrobe for a man, a woman, and a child.

· Write a diary entry describing a typical day for an ancient Israelite.

· Find out what types of food they ate. Write a cookbook that includes at least three recipes for typical meals.

· If you were an archaeologist, and you found shards of similar pottery in several mounds separated by distances of three to five miles, what would you conclude about the people who lived in that place? 

· Examine the magazine Biblical Archaeology. Find three articles about finds in Israel or the surrounding area. List the articles in an annotated bibliography.

